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yokai
“Any of various supernatural monsters, sometimes shapeshifters, 
in Japanese folklore.”
-Wiktionary





Stories tell that the Bakekujira brings curses and bad luck 
to the places where they are sighted.

Bakekujira are living whale 
skeletons that swim as they once 
did when they were alive. They 
usually appear on rainy nights 
near coastal whaling villages, 
often accompanied of strange 
birds and fish.



Kasa-Obake are usually one 
eyed umbrellas that jump 
around with one leg, but 
they can also have two arms 
or two eyes among other 
features, they are also 
depicted to have a long 
tongue.

They are very well 
known yōkai in stories 
and legends, although 
as opposed to that they 
do not appear in any 
eye-witness stories in 
folklore at all, and it 
is not certain what 
type of yōkai they are.



They seem normal trees at first sight but when somebody 
gets close enough, they attack, using their branches to 
pierce the victim skin and sucking out all of the blood. 
Usually after the body is drained the rest is consumed by 
birds and other animals, until only the bones remain.

Jubokko were once normal trees 
but as they absorbed vast 
amounts of the human blood 
through their roots they 
transformed into a yokai.



Akaname are small yokai which appear 
in dirty homes and public baths. All 
akaname have an extremely long, 
sticky tongue with which they use to 
feed in all the  filth found in bath 
houses and homes. 

Like any other pests, Akaname 
hate clean places, and will 
only appear where there’s 
lack of hygiene. They are shy 
and stay clear of humans, 
scattering like bugs when 
someone approaches them.



They seem normal trees at first sight but when somebody 
gets close enough, they attack, using their branches to 
pierce the victim skin and sucking out all of the blood. 
Usually after the body is drained the rest is consumed by 
birds and other animals, until only the bones remain.

Kage Onna are shadows 
that appear projected 
in windows and doors 
although there is no 
one to project them. 
They are known to 
appear at night and 
usually take the form 
of a young lady, 
although they are not 
known to harm anyone 
the idea of a person 
where there should be 
none is enough to 
scare anyone.



They are known to be very 
mischievous and to run 
around the house at night, 
creating trouble and making 
noises while singing their 
favorite chant.

Bakezori were once normal 
footwear that have been 
treated badly and forgotten 
by their owner which made 
them to turn into yokai.



Shachihoko can often be found on the 
rooftops of temples and residences. They 
are known protectors and people believed 
that in the event of a fire, they would 
protect the building by summoning rain 
clouds.

Shachihoko are fearsome 
sea monsters. They have 
the body of a large fish 
and the head of a tiger. 
They also have the 
ability to summon 
clouds and control 
rain.



Kirin is One of the 
rarest and powerful 
yokai known. He is a 
regal animal, holy and 
highly revered, often 
considered a god in its 
own right. Kirin never 
does harm good and pure 
souls, but they can be 
dangerous and fierce to 
attack if threatened.

Because of their holy status, images of 
Kirin frequently adorn temples and shrines. 
They are also known to be omens of great 
luck and fortune.



Nurikabe are walls that 
mysteriously appear on the 
road at night, they are 
known to be an enormous, 
invisible wall that blocks 
the way. There is no way to 
slip around this yokai. it 
extends itself as much as 
one might try to go, and so 
there is no to pass through 
it and it can’t be knocked 
down. Although, it is told 
that if someone taps the 
ground near it with a 
stick, he will vanish, 
allowing the passage.

Not much is known about 
this yokai true form mostly 
because stories tell that 
he is invisible. Although 
some people began to 
illustrate this creature, 
giving it an appearance 
somewhere between a 
gigantic beast and a flat 
wall with face-like 
features.



The Akateko is known to be a 
disembodied hand belonging 
to a child usually with some 
reddish coloration and that 
it can be found hanging in 
Japanese honey locust trees.

Because of their holy status, images of 
Kirin frequently adorn temples and shrines. 
They are also known to be omens of great 
luck and fortune.

Usually besides the horror of having a 
disembodied hand fall on top of anyone 
this yokai is known to be harmless, 
although some people have seen the figure 
of a young girl standing near the Akateko 
tree and that those who witness her are 
immediately struck with a powerful fever.



Not much is known about 
this yokai true form mostly 
because stories tell that 
he is invisible. Although 
some people began to 
illustrate this creature, 
giving it an appearance 
somewhere between a 
gigantic beast and a flat 
wall with face-like 
features.

Ikuchi is a big sea 
monster that roams the 
Sea of Japan. When an 
Ikuchi path crosses a 
boat’s, the sea monster 
envelopes the boat in 
its body but because is 
body is so huge some 
people tell that it can 
take hours for an entire 
one to slither over a 
boat.



Gaki are tormented spirits 
afflicted with constant 
suffering. They look human, but 
they have distended limbs, 
bulging bellies and tiny, 
inefficient mouths and throats.

This yokai is eternally 
hungry and thirsty. There are 
many kinds of Gaki, each of 
which suffers in a different 
way related to the sins he or 
she committed in a past life. 
Some are unable to eat or 
drink anything at all while 
others are able to eat only 
under some circumstances.



Ikuchi is a big sea 
monster that roams the 
Sea of Japan. When an 
Ikuchi path crosses a 
boat’s, the sea monster 
envelopes the boat in 
its body but because is 
body is so huge some 
people tell that it can 
take hours for an entire 
one to slither over a 
boat.

Not much is known about 
this creature although 
its existence has been 
known of for centuries. 
Otoroshi are masters of 
disguise and are rarely 
seen except for when 
they want to be. They 
are most commonly 
spotted in high places 
like roofs and gates 
above temples, and the 
archways at shrines, 
which separate the 
physical world from the 
realm of the gods. 

Otoroshi are known by many names, most of them being 
wordplays denoting the wild mane which covers its 
body, and its fearsome appearance. They appear as 
hairy, hunched, four-legged beasts with fierce claws 
and tusks. They can have blue or orange skin.



Amemasu is the Japanese name for 
a species of trout which is 
found in Northeast Asia. Yokai 
Amemasu can grow to colossal 
sizes, sometimes spanning an 
entire lake from head to tail. 
These giant Amemasu occasionally 
thrash and sink ships, devouring 
anyone who happened to be in it.

This yokai can transform into a human and walk on 
land. Usually they take the form of young women 
in order to seduce young men. Shape-changed 
Amemasu can be identified by their skin, which 
feels cold and clammy like the one of a fish.



Ubagabi is a fireball yokai. It appears on rainy 
nights near riverbanks, and takes the form of ball 
of flame with the face of an old woman in it 
although it can also appear as a chicken.

Ubagabi can occasionally scratch 
a person and then continue off 
into the darkness. The 
unfortunate people whom they 
scratch invariably end up dying 
somehow within three years. 
However, if one is quick enough 
and shouts, “Abura-sashi!” (Oil 
thief) just as an Ubagabi comes 
flying towards, the yokai will 
vanish.



Oni is one the most iconic yokai known. They are 
large and scary. They come in many varieties, but 
are most commonly depicted with red or blue skin 
with wild hair two horns and fang-like tusks.

An Oni is born when wicked humans die and end up 
in Hell. There they become the ogreish and brutal 
servants of Great Lord Enma, ruler of Hell, 
wielding iron clubs with which they crush and 
destroy humans solely for enjoyment. 



Usually they travel and 
attack in threes, striking 
out at people from thin air. 
The  knocking the victim to 
the ground slicing them up 
with thousands of dreadful 
cuts and then using a 
magical salve which heals 
up the majority of the 
wounds instantly, so that 
none of them proves fatal. 
It is said that they strike 
with such precision that 
they can cut their victims 
without causing even a drop 
of blood.

Kamaitachi are weasels 
that have learned to ride 
the winds of japan. They 
are known to have claws 
that are as strong as 
steel and as sharp as 
razors.



Nopperabō are yokai 
that look like ordinary 
human beings in almost 
all ways, and blends in 
perfectly with human 
society although they 
can be easily noticed 
face-to-face, as they 
have no face at all.

 This yokai is often encountered 
on quiet nights when nobody else 
is around. Its main activity 
seems to be scaring humans. They 
usually appear in the guise of a 
man or a woman with its back 
turned towards the victim. And 
when approached, they turn 
around and reveal its terrifying 
true form, terrorizing its 
unsuspecting victim.



Soldiers whose bodies rot in 
the fields and those who die 
unknown without receiving 
proper funerary rites being 
Unable to pass on, their 
souls are reborn as hungry 
ghosts, looking eternally 
for what they once had.  The 
result of that is the 
Gashadokuro, skeletal giants 
which wander around the 
countryside in the darkest 
hours of the night. Their 
teeth chatter and bones 
rattle with a sound, that 
resembles “gachi” which is 
became the name of this 
yokai.



Shikigami are servants, spirits used in rituals for 
various purposes. Some are used as charms for good 
fortune, some are used as amulets for protection, 
and some are used as curses. The use of a Shikigami 
means to call a god, a demon, an yōkai, or a ghost 
and rent its power for something. They come in many 
forms although the most common are enshrined in 
small objects, such as paper dolls or amulets.



Onibi is one of the more 
dangerous types of yokai, it 
can be considered a beautiful 
but deadly phenomenon. Its 
name means “demon fire,” it 
looks like a small ball of 
flame, usually blue or 
blue-white, and often appears 
in small groups of twenty to 
thirty orbs.

Although they do not create much heat the orbs 
possess a different danger. Living creatures that 
come too close are sometimes swarmed by dozens of 
orbs, which quickly drain away the life force from 
their victims. Leaving nothing left of the victim 
but a dead husk on the ground. During the night, 
many Onibi were often mistaken for distant 
lanterns, and many people have vanished into the 
forests chasing them.



Many animals transform 
into magical yokai with 
eerie powers when they 
reach an advanced age. 
Aosagibi is the name for 
a bizarre phenomenon 
caused by transformed 
herons.

Like most wild birds, herons 
are very shy and usually flee 
from humans. Even after 
transforming into yokai, they 
retain their shyness. Their 
breath also has the ability to 
turn into blue fireballs, 
although these do not have any 
heat and do not burn anything 
and eventually just disappear.



Furuutsubo is the name of 
the quivers of slain archers 
who had tragic deaths. These 
quivers along with other 
armor pieces gained life 
force due to the residual 
energies left behind by 
their owners and so began to 
move around on their own.

One of the most famous 
Furuutsubo was the quiver 
which belonged to Miura 
Yoshiaki, a military commander 
that sacrificed his life to 
help people escape and so after 
his heroic death, his favorite 
quiver was heartbroken at the 
loss of its master and it took 
on a life of its own and became 
this yōkai.

古
空
穂



One particularly breed of yokai is a 
two-tailed cat variety known as Nekomata. 
Nekomata can be found in cities and villages 
were they were transformed from ordinary cats.  
One particular trait about this yokai is that 
Nekomata are very aggressive towards their 
owners and other humans which they look upon 
with contempt, and are often responsible for 
starting huge fires, killing many people. They 
also have the ability to control corpses with 
their necromantic powers like puppet-masters, 
and they use their powerful influence to 
blackmail or enslave humans into doing their 
bidding.



When they do appear 
however they usually look 
like faint orbs of light 
in the distance; or 
occasionally as a tiny, 
funny-shaped vaguely 
humanoid figure. 
Occasionally, very old 
trees will bleed when 
cut, and this is known as 
a sign that a Kodama is 
living inside.

Kodama are yokai that can 
be found in the forests 
of Japan, they are the 
souls of the trees 
animated as spirits. 
These souls can wander 
outside of their hosts, 
tending to their groves 
and maintaining the 
balance of nature. 
Although they are rarely 
ever seen they are often 
heard usually in the form 
of echoes that take just 
a little longer to return 
than they should.



One of the mysterious aquatic yokai is the 
giant Umi Bōzu. Their true form is unknown, as 
they are only ever seen from the shoulders up, 
but they appear to be humanoid in shape, with 
inky black skin and a pair of large, round 
eyes.

Eye-witnesses report a great range in size, 
from slightly larger than a ship, to a size so 
unimaginable that only the creature’s bulbous 
face is visible above the water.

Some say that the Umi Bōzu are the spirits of 
drowned priests, cast into the sea by angry 
villagers and that then these priests were 
then transformed into ghosts due to the 
horrible nature of their death.



Usually Adult kappa often 
live solitary lives, although 
it is common for them to 
befriend other yokai and even 
humans. Younger Kappas are 
frequently found in family 
groups and They will eat 
almost anything, but they are 
particularly fond of raw 
innards.

Kappas are little aquatic 
reptilian humanoids that live 
in the rivers of Japan. 
Although Clumsy on land, they 
thrive in the water. Kappas 
are generally the size and 
shape of a human child. They 
have bodies built for 
swimming, with webbed, thumb 
less hands and feet, and a 
turtle-like beak and shell.



There was an old story named "Shinigami”, but 
in this one, the Shinigami was the spirit of a 
deceased one with a bad intent, and acting in 
jointly with the malicious intent already 
within people who were living, those people 
were led on bad paths, which caused repeated 
incidents to occur at places where there was 
previously a murder, for example by causing 
the same suicide at places where people have 
hanged themselves before.

Shinigami is known to 
be a demon that makes 
humans want to die, 
and it is said that 
upon being possessed 
by it one would 
suddenly want to 
commit suicide.
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